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COPIES OF PAPERS relating to proposed Experimental Improvements 
on a Tract of Mountain Land, called the Lands of Fohble- 6 -Keefe, in the 
Barony of Duhallow, in the County of Cork, belonging to The Crown ; and 
the Construction of Two new Lines or Road through the District in which 
the same is situated : to encourage the Employment of the Labouring Poor 
in similar Improvements on other Estates in Ireland. 



N° 1. 

LETTER from the Right honourable Thomas Sfring Rice, to the Commis- 
sioners of Woods, &c. relative to the Reclamation of Waste Land in Ireland 
belonging to the Crown. 

Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 2i January 1831. 

I AM commanded by the Lord’s Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, to 
transmit to you the inclosed copy of their Minute of the 2 1 st instant, relative to 
the reclamation of certain tracts of Waste Land in Ireland, belonging to the Crown ; 
and lam to request your early opinion with regard .to the principle on which this 
Minute is founded, and also that you will furnish My Lords with any suggestions you 
may have to offer with respect to the mode in which this principle may best be car- 
ried into effect, and that you will also transmit an estimate of the amount of money 
that may be required for its attainment. 

I am also to desire that you will ascertain, whether in any individual instance, in 
which you might recommend an experiment of this nature, there is a fair prospect 
that the results will be likely to afford a profitable return for the capital 

invested. 11. 

My Lords desire to urge upon your attention, that, m order to make this experi- 
ment really useful or applicable to other cases, it must be regulated by tbe most 
severe economy and the greatest precision in the accounts, and that the production 
of periodical reports must necessarily be enforced, by a reference to which the 
proprietors of bogs generally, or companies, or public bodies, may hereafter judge 
bovv far they may be enabled to apply and to extend these principles to other cases 
of investment of a similar nature. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Spring Rice. 



N«2. 

TREASURY MINUTE, dated 21 January 1S31, transmitted to the Commis- 
sioners of Woods, &c. in the aforegoing Letter. 

MY Lords read that portion of the Report of the Select Committee of the House Sessional Papers, 
of Commons, on the State of the Poor in Ireland, which relates to Drainings and 1^30. No. ob?; 
Embankments, and have also before them various Reports on the Bog and MouHtaiii » • 

Districts of Ireland. * 4.1 

My Lords advert to the opinion expressed in these Reports with respect to tlie 
beneficial consequences which may be expected to arise from the improvement and 
reclamation of these waste lands; and to the statements that, yielding the ordinary 
rates of profit on the capital invested, they would lead to the creation, not on y of a 
transitory, but of a permanent demand for productive labour, accompanied by a 
rise in the rate of wages, and a general improvement in the condition of the poor. 

My Lords read the following passage from the Report under their review : 

“ Viewing this subject in relation to the general interests of the country, the pre- ibid. p. 
servation of the peace, the relations of landlord and tenant, and the extension 0 
wealth, your Committee, though they depart reluctantly from what they " 
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general principle, venture to recommend the trial of one or two experiments on 
limited scale, at the public expense. ’ ^ 

“ They feel confident that such a mode of proceeding would lead to the application 
of private capital to the same object, and would ultimately act most materially on tl 
wealth and industry of the country.*’ 

My Lords do not feel themselves called upon to adopt these opinions to th ' 
fullest extent, but perceiving, from the evidence of Mr. Wealc, an officer in the La^'l 
Revenue Department, that the Crown is in possession of a mountain estate 
Ireland, every acre of which is stated “ to be capable of a high state of cultivation 
My Lords are of opinion, that it may be desirable that the Crown, in its capacity of 
landlord, should undertake the discharge of tliose duties which it is so necessary and 
important that the ordinary inheritors of the lauded estates should perform towards 
their respective tenantry. ® 

My Lords consider that this interposition of the Crown may at once afford an 
example and give a stimulus to the landed proprietors of Ireland, as well as briim to 
the test of experiment tliose various propositions of Parliamentary Commissioners and 
Committees, which recommend, as an object of the highest national importance the 
reclamation ofthe waste lands of Ireland, ascertained to exceed in area five millinna 
of acres. 

"Write to the Commissioners of Woods, transmitting a copy of tliis Minute and 
requesting their early opinion with regard to the principle on which it is founded • 
direct them at the same time to furnish My Lords with their suggestions with respect 
to the mode in which this principle may best be carried into effect, as well as an 
estimate of the amount of money that may be required. Direct the Com- 
missioners of Woods to ascertaiu whether in any individual instance in which 
they might recommend an experiment of this nature, there is a fair prospect that it 
may be found a profitable investment of the capital laid out. 

My Lords would urge on the attention of the Commissioners of Woods, that to 
make tins experiment really useful, or applicable to other cases, it must be regulated 
by the most severe economy, and the greatest precision in the accounts, and that the 
production of periodical Reports should be enforced, by a reference to which the pro- 
pnetois of bogs generally, or companies and public bodies, may hereafter judge how 
tar they may be enabled to apply and extend these principles to other cases ^ 



N" 3 . 

^of of Woods, &c. on the proposed Improvements 

of the Lands 0? Pohble-o-Keefe, m the County of Cork, belonging to the Crown. 

c 1 Office of Woods, &c., MurehiS'^i 

T yo^'- Lordships’ instructions, signified to us by Mr Sprinn- Rice’s 

tract of inount-iin liml In to the Crown, by its possession of a large 

thereby to provide profitable and upvm.','' 

the Poor in Ireland had smmp.t 1 .1 ‘ 'ntimre into the stale of 

object fo" makin “ t tlm of selecting that property as a lit 

improvement of" those extensive cLtricte'hSn a general 

part waste, or but very impeXtlv erf vamd 'v' 

fully what measures would in Ins an.v i directed him to report to us 

ships’ wishes, and^to submit thcrelm 
appe 



ips’ wishes, and to submit thereon anv y°“^ 

pear to him likely to he useful in the fnwb which might 

Mr. Weale lias accan-dinX d blr! ™"‘‘>'ioration of the matter, 
has explained the nature ofthe imoroveXnK^bMT^‘‘i”r”8 IPopot*. m which he 
on this estate of tlie Crown witli a f ■ which he thinks might be undertaken 
Clown, ivith a fair prospect of promoting the objects within 

your 
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youv Lordships contemplation, and without involving any considerable expenditure 
of the Public Revenue placed under our charge in the execution of such improve- 
ments ; but the estate being situated in the heai t of a district comprising an area of 
about 200 squaio miles, through which there are no practicable carriage roads, it 
appears that he is of opinion tliat not only tlie success of the undertaking, but also 
the expediency of any expenditure on it, however small, must depend on the formation 
of new public roads through the entire district, so as to open direct communication 
with it from the neighbouring towns. 

On mature consideration of Mr. Weale’s Report, and of the information contained 
in various Reports which diave been laid before Parliament, we are inclined to 
think favourably of the views taken by him of this matter, and that it may be advis- 
able to retain the estate in the possession of the Crown, for the jiurpose of executin'^ 
the suggested improvements thereon at the expense of this department, if it be 
intended to open to the surrounding country the district in which it is situated by 
an early construction of new roads through it : and as we observe that such roads 
were comprised in a plan for improving the public communications throughout the 
south-western District of Ireland, which received the sanction of His Majesty’s 
Government in the year 1S23, and which has in great part since been executed, 
we beg leave to recommend that the opinion of the Irish Government be 
taken 011 the practicability of proceeding forthwith to execute that portion of the 
plan of the proposed new roads, and on tlie measures it may be advisable to take 
towards providing the necessary funds for that purpose. 

We are, my Lords, your Lordships very humble servants, 

Dimeannon. 

The Right honourable Lords Commissioners W. D. Adams, 

of His Majesty’s Treasury. Henry Dawhins. 



N° 4. 

HEPOET from Mr. JVmk, of the Office of Woods, &c„ on the Expediency 
and Practicability of carrying into effect tlie proposed Improvements of the 
Lands of I*obble- 6 -Keefe, County Cork. 

22 March 1831, 

IN obedience to the Board’s Order, directing me to prepare a statement of the 
measures which, in my opinion, will be necessary to bring into a state of improved 
cultivation the Crown Lands, called the Lands of Pobble-6-Keefe, in the barony 
01 Duhallow, County Cork, and to submit any observations or suggestions which 
may appear to me likely to assist the Board in the consideration of the expediency 
of undertaking, at tlie expense of the Crown, the execution of such improvements, 
with reference to tiie instructions contained in the Treasury Letter, transmitting 
copy of their Lordsliips’ Minute 011 this subject, dated 21 January last ; I have 
attentively perused those Instructions, and tlie Reports adverted to in the Treasury 
Minute; and i now beg leave to lay before the Board tlie following statement, in 
explaimtion of the view I have taken of the expediency of carrying into effect the 
suggested improvements. ® 

Ihe Board will recollect, that the object of my first inspection of this estate in 
tile autumn of 1 828, was, to enable me to form an opinion, whether the Board might 
sa e y pioceed on the survey and valuation of it, made in the year 1821, under the 
(lire^ion of the lute Commissioners of Crown Lands Inquiry ; it being intended 

0 0 Cl the pre-emj)tion of it, at a price founded on that valuation, to the repre- 

sentatives of the late Crown lessee, and, in the event of his refusal of the 
^ to enter into a treaty for the sale of it to one of the many parties who 

ac made pi'oposals for the purchase. In my progress through the southern 
^istrict, upon that occasion, I was greatly struck by the general aspect of the 
if- south-west of Limerick. Until then, it was known to me 

1 ‘"“S the theatre of a desolating warfare in the reigns of Queen 

\V*'T ^ ^ u*id James the Eirst, as the refuge of outlaws in the reigns of King 
1 lamand Queen Anne, and as the scene of the recent insurrection under the 
pbcudonymous banner of Captain Rock. I could scarcely credit the evidence of my 
enses tliat such extensive tracts of land, presenting a variety of fertile soils, and 
onniiniig many other natural advantages, which were obviously capable of con- 

1 uting largely to the wealth and prosperity of the nation, had not participated in 
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the general imnrovenient of the country during the preceding 30 ytjn-s, and that, 
previously to the commenceipont of the new roads then m progress of construction, 
the entire district must have remained neglected by the Imud of civilization fromthe 
period at which its ancient proprietors, the last Earls of Desmond, had been dispos- 
scssed of it in the reign of Queen Elizabeth j and, after I had penetrated to the 
Crown estate and taken a cursory view of its capabilities, and obtained a general 
insiirht into the character and condition of the numerous population which was 
scattered over this extensive district, I became strongly impressed with an opinion 
that if I could convey to the minds of the Commissioners an accurate description of 
all tiic circumstances of the Crown property in question, they would feel that consi- 
derations of a hi'dier nature than those which usually govern them in the manage- 
ment of tlic revenues placed under their charge, ought to influence their decision on 
ail ultimate disposition of that property. .... , . , 

Under this impression, I extended my inquiries into the nature and extent of the 
public works then in progress under the direction of Mr. Griffith, which had been 
undertaken by Government for the employment of the poor, during the scarcity 
which prevailed in the summer of 1822 ; but two several Reports of Mr. Griffith’s 
proeeeclinn-s, in execution of that service, having been printed by order of The House 
of Commons, in which he describes the state of the country previously to the com- 
meneement of the new roads, and the benefits wliieh have already been derived from 
the execution of tlieni, I submit the following passages extracted from those Reports, 
as conveying the most accurate information to be obtained on the subject. 



neoort dated “ Tlie eastern part of the county of Limerick, the northern part of the county 
G Fcb.’i823. of Cork, and the western part of the county of Kerry, are composed of limestone, 
covered by a rich and fruitful soil. These tracts arc crossed in every direction by 
good roads, are very populous, are interspersed with towns and villages, and contain 
the residences of the gentry. 

“ The limestone and fertile plains of Limerick, Cork and Kerry, are separated 
from each other by a wild, neglected, and deserted country, wliich has hitherto 
formed nearly an impassable burner between them. This tract is bounded 011 the 
north by the River Sliannon, between Loughill and Tarbert ; on the south, by the 
River Blackvvater, between Mallow andMillstreet, and from thence by the southern 
mountains to the westward of Killarncy. The country is hilly, but not mountain- 
ous, the soil is wet and clayey, and the strata of which it is composed, consist of coal, 
and of the rocks which usually accompany that substance. 

“ This large district ofcoimtry comprehends altogether 970 square miles, British 
statute measure. In many parts it is very populous ; it contains, however, hut two 
small villages, and but two resident landed proprietors, namely, the Knight of Glyn,^ 
on the banks of the River Shannon, and Mr. Leader, of Dromagh, on the banks ot 
the River Bluckwater; the distance between whose houses is 38 i British miles. 

“ As might be expected under such circumstances, the people are turbulent ; and 
their abodes being nearly inaccessible for want of roads, their wickedness has 
frequently escaped punishment. 

“ This district is situated on the confines of the counties of Cork, Limerick and 
Kerry, and chiefly belongs to absentee proprietors 5 these circum.stances combined 
have been the cause of its neglected state. 

“ The grand juries of Cork and Limerick were unwilling to expend their funds 
in making roads at the extremity of their counties ; and the grand jury of Kerry, 
though anxious to open a communication with Cork and Limerick, had not the 
power to do so beyond its own limits. It is not therefore surprising, that during 
the di.sturbances of tlic winter of 1821 and spring of 1822, this district was the 
focus of, and asylum for Whiteboys, smugglers and robbers ; and that stolen cattle 
were driven into it from the surrounding flat and fertile country, as to a safe and 
iinpenotrable retreat. 

“ Notwithstanding its present desolate state, this country contains in itself the 
seeds of future improvement and indu.stry. Its clayey soil, when drained and 
iiiaimred with lime, soon becomes fertile, and produces excellent grass. Anthracite 
or culm is abundant in many parts ; and beds of solid coal are not mifrequently met 
witli, particularly near the southern extremity. The district is every where sur- 
rounded by limestone, and several hills containing that substance occur in the 
interior. Nothing then is wanting but good roads to facilitate the transport and 
intereiimige of these different mineral productions, to make this country susceptible 
of the highest iniprovoinent ; u fact wliieh is incontestibly proved by the compnpi- 
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sive fertility of the country in the vicinity of Newmarket ami Kanturk, where the 
toil is similar, but where there are passable communications with the neighbouring 
limestone country. 

“ The communications between the northern part of the county of Kerry and the 
city of Cork, which is the market for produce of every kind, are now very circuitous. 

“ Erom returns which I have received from the weigli-house of Cork, it appears 
that upwards of 30,000 firkins of butter, present value about 52,000/. are annually 
sent from the northern parts of the county of Kerry, and the immediately adjoining 
district of the county of Limerick, to be sold at Cork. 

“ In order to save the great length of road by Tralee and Killarney, the small 
farmers arc in the habit, during the summer season, of sending their butter on the 
backs of horses, by the present mountain-path, as far as Newmarket, where a few 
join together and place the butter in carts, in which it is drawn to Cork, The 
distance between Newmarket and Listowel, the nearest part from whence the butter 
is sent, is nearly 32 miles British j and for this distance, from eight to ^ 2 horses, 
and as many men are employed to convey 24 firkins of butter, the common load for 
a single-horse cart. •Similar facts might be stated respecting other species of 
agricultural produce, were it necessary to particularise them. 

‘‘ In the present state of the south of Ireland, the coal-mines, situated on the 
north bank of the River Blackwater, are of the utmost importance to its agricultural 
prosperity, as it is chiefly from the coal .supplied by them that the lime is burned, which 
is the principal manure used in raising corn crops throughout a district of 40 miles 
in diameter. 

“ The principal colliery now at work is Dromagh, which has continued without 
interruption for nearly a century. Within the last four years, great exertions have 
been made, and a considerable capital has been expended on useful works con- 
nected with this colliery, which is now in good order, and capable of supplying any 
demand ; but unfortunately, owing to the depression of agricultural produce, the 
coal sales have lessened nearly in the proportion with which the facility of supplying 
them has increased ; the farmers finding themselves unequal to the expense of 
sending long distances for coal, and necessarily returning with light loads over bad 
.and hilly roads.” 

The preceding description applies to the state in which Mr. Griffith found the 
country in the summer of 1822. In his final Report, made in the spring of 1829, 
he further observes, 

“ It is remark.able, that the only passes ever made through this district were 
effected at the instance and expense of the British Government immediately subse- ApVii igag. 
quent to the rebellion of the Earl of Desmond. These p.'tsses or roads were laid out 
in straight lines, without any reference to the nature of the country, and ran 
directly over hill and valley from one military point to another. In many cases, the 
inclination in ascending the hills, amounted to one foot perpendicular to four feet 
horizontal, and an ascent of one foot in six feet was a common occurrence ; this cir- 
cumstance, together with the very imperfect manner in whicli the bridges hud been 
built, was the ca\ise of these roads being neglected by the grand juries of the 
surrounding counties; and in consequence, during the Whiteboy Insurrection iu 
the year 1821, there was no road in the district passable for horsemeu in wet 
weather. 

“ It now becomes my pleasing task to describe tiie improvements which have 
been effected since I first commenced laying out the new roads through this 
neglected district. The object of the Ciovernment was to open the country so as to 
render it generally accessibie, and for this ])urpose the main lines of new road.s wei'e 
determined on : one to run nearly in a north and south direction, from the village 
of Newmarket in the county of Cork, to Listowel in the county ol Kci-ry, 
n distance of 32 miles; a second, at right angles to the first, and nearly in an east 
and west direction, from Newcastle in the county of Limerick, by the small village^ 
of Abbeyfeale, to the town of Castle Lsland in the county of Ker3‘y, a distance of 
29 miles ; and a third, also in an cast and west direction, 20 miles to the south of 
the second, from Newmarket in the county of Cork, for a length of 14 miles towards 
Charleville in the same county, making a tot.al of 75 i miles of new road. 

“ The whole of these new roads have been completed, and are now open to the 
public. 

“ At the commencement of the works, the people flocked to tlieni fi'om all 
quarters, seeking employment at any rate which jnight be offered ; their general 
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appearance bespoke extreme poverty their looks were haggard, and their clotliinj 
wretched ; they rarely possessed any tools or nnplcmeiUs of husbandry beyond 
a very small ill-made spade, and, as might be expected under such circumstances, I 

nearly the whole face of the country was unimproved, and in a state of nature ; but I 

since the completion of the roads, rapid strides have been made towards cultivation 
and improvement ; upwards of 6o new lime-kilns have been built for the purpose of 
buriiirrir lime for agriculture within the last two years ; carts, ploughs and harrows 
of supe”ior construction, and other agricultural implements, have become common; 
new houses of a better class have been built, or are building in great numbers, in 
the vicinity of the new roads, and also in the villages of Newmarket, Castle Island, 
and Abbeyfeale ; new irrclosures of mountain-farms are being made in every dime- i 

tion ; and this country, which within the last seven years was the theatre of lawless I 

outrage, and residence of what might be teniied the rebel army, has become perfectly i 

tranquil, and exhibits a scene of industry and exertion at once pleasing and | 

remarkable. i 

“ To the credit of the inhabitants, I must say that a large portion of the money I 
received by them for labour on the roads has been husbanded with care, and sub- , 
sequently laid out in building substantial houses, aud in the purchase of cattle and | 

implements of husbandry; and numerous examples might be adduced of poor i 

labourers, possessing neither money houses nor lands when first employed on the | 

public roads, who within the last year liave been able to take farms, build houses, i 
and stock their lands with cows and young cattle. | 

“ The advantage of the new roads has not been confined solely to the improve- 
ment of the interior of the district, the surrounding fertile country has also been 
materially benefitted by the open, level and direct lines of communication through 
the unimproved country to the cities of Cork and Limerick, which are the great 
marts for all kinds of agricultural produce. 

“ Thus the new road from Newmarket to Listowel, will dimmish the distance, 
by a good road between the latter place and the city of Cork, 36 statute miles; 
the distance between Listowel and Cork, by the present road through Tralee and 
Killarney being 102 miles, while by the new road it is but 66 miles. In the 
same manner the distance, by a good road between Limerick and Killarney, 
will be diminished 29^ miles, the present road by Tarbert and Listowel being, 

99 miles in length, while by the new road it is but 69 J miles.” 

These r-epresentations of the important benefits resulting to the agriculture of 
the country from merely opening now lines of easy and direct communication 
witli it from the markets in its vicinity, and of their ameliorating influence over 
the habits and condition of the peasantry inhabiting it, are abundantly corrobo- 
rated by the evidence of other persons, to he found in the recent Report of the 
Committee of Inquiry into the State of the Poor in Ireland. It was therefore 
with sincere regret tliat, after witnessing the change which had been so success- 
fully effected in the state of those parts of the country through which the new 
roads liad been carried, I learned that the original intention of connecting those 
roads by others to be formed through tliafe district of it in which the Crown’s estate 
is situated, was indefinitely suspended, if not absolutely abandoned ; and more 
especially when I had satisfied myself that it was equally susceptible of similar im- 
provements, and that the reasons which induced the undertaking of the works 
already executed, had thereby acquired additional force in their application to this 
central portion of it. 

I have not been able to ascertain on what grounds the intended improvements 
were reliinjuished, whether from a deficiency of the public funds appropriated to 
the partieuhii- .service, or whether from any local adverse influence, or from unwil- 
lingness on the part of the county grand juries to co-operate with the Goveni- 
meut ill canying them into cflcct. But Mr. Griffith, in his last Report, thus 
adverts to the subject : 

Rcpoii, .lutod “ Tlie improvements above described, which are attributable to the new roads, 
April do not extend to the whole of the mountain district situated within the River 

Shannon and the River Blackwater. There remains a considerable portion, ex- 
tending northward from the River Blackwater to a line drawn between the towns 
of Castle Island and Newmarket, comprehending an area of about 200 square 
miles, or 126,000 acres, in which there is no road passable for horsemen during 
tliG winter months. 

As expressed in a former Report, I have long contemplated the propriety of 

making 
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making a road tlirougli tins neglected district, and of opening it to the markets of 
Cork and Mallow. It would complete the principal object for which I was sent 
down to the Southern District, namely, the forming new roads tlu'ough those moun- 
tains, and rendering them accessible in every part. 

“ I am of opinion that the proposed road should commence at Castle Island, and 
])rocecd eastward through the mountains, and, passing through the collieries of 
Clonhaniii, Drominagh, Dromagh and Coolclough, join the now road now making 
to Cork tlirough the Bogra mountains at Clonmecu bridge, over the river 
Blackwater, 

“ This road, if completed, would open a direct communication from Tralee ami 
Castle Island to the city of Cork, winch is the best market, and would shorten the 
road between Tralee and Cork 14 statute miles, and between Castle Island and 
Cork 22 miles; the present distance from Tralee to Cork by Ivillaniey being 
76 statute miles, while the proposed road will be but 62. 

“ This road is of the utmost importance to the future improvement of tlie 
country. It would pas.s through, or very close to the whole of the valuable coal 
and culm collieries of the Southern District, and afford an easy cominunicatiou with 
the surrounding country, many parts of which are in the greatest want of fuel 
for domestic purposes, and for burning lime, the only manure there used for 
corn crops. 

, “ This road would also produce a most bcneflcal effect on. the agriculture of the 
country through which it passes. There are limestone quarries at both extremities, 
and the whole of the intervening coimtiy is covered by a stiff cold clay soil, which 
when manured by lime is susceptible of great improvement, and capable of pro- 
ducing excellent crops of oats, potatoes and flax. At present, from want of roads, 
no limestone can be drawn into the country, and consequently the land remains 
untillcd, and the inhabitants arc wretched, slothful and discontented.” 



The Crown estate is situated in the very centre of this unopened district, at 
about 10 miles distance from the town of Castle Island on the west, and from 
Newmarket and Kanturk 011 the east. It extends in length from north to south, 
parallel with the River Blackwater, by which it is in great part bounded on the 
west, about seven miles ; and in breadth, from west to east, on which side it is 
bounded by tlie Awnaglyn or Anntharaghglyn, a mountain-stream flowing into the 
Blackwater near Ahanc, about two miles and a quarter; comprising altogether 
more than 9,000 statute acres of undulating hilly country, at an average elevation 
of about 500 feet above the level of the sea; and of which the soil varies from 
a stronn' clay to a loamy gravel on the higher gi'ouuds, with tracts of alluvium and 
some peat bog in the vallies and along the bottoms. At present, however,^ the 
Crown is in tlie actual possession of only 5,000 acres ; the remainder, contained 
within a longitudinal section of tlie estate next the Avvnaglyn, being withheld by 
the adjacent proprietors, who claim to be entitled to the inheritance. 

The lands which have been surrendered to the Crown arc occupied by upwards 
of 70 native families, who reside in miserable mud cabins, the only buildings on the 
property, and who subsist almost entirely on the deteriorated produce of a few 
acres of potato tillage ; all their other earnings from the produce of a few cows and 
the grazing of cattle in the summer months, together witli any money they can 
obtain for liarvcst-work in the adjacent districts, being barely sufficient to discharge 
the rents at which they hold the property. 'I'hc gross yearly arrjount of the rental 
is about 580/. ; but however small that sum may appear to be, with reference to 
the extent of the property, and natural capabilities of the soil, it is certain that 
it is exclusively derived from the mere labour of the population seated on it, in 
persevering endeavours to improve the natural herbage of such small parcels 01 the 
land as arc susceptible of cultivation without artificial drainage, and without the 
aid of manures and implements of husbandry. With every local facility tovvaix s 
effecting a perfect drainage of the estate, the lands are saturated with water, and 
covered with thick matted beds of moss, rushes and heath, the growtli of ages ; and 
they are alike unprovided with buildings and fences for shelter, and without occu- 
pation roads from one division to another. The people are possessed of no other 
caiiital than their labour ; for whatever stock belonging to them may be found ou 
the lands at any period, would be insufficient to discharge the rent then due ; and, 
indeed, insulated as this and the adjacent estates now are from all practicable roads 
for tlie conveyance of agricultural produce, and of such matters as are essentially 
' necessary to an improved cultivation of them, no capital could be profitably employed 
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on them by the most skilful tenant. Tlie greater and most valuable part of 
the estate is at present absolutely inaccessible by cars of any description ; and the 
little lime which is expended on the grounds may truly be sard to be carried 
thither by the poor occupants, at an expense almost equal to the additional produce 
from it, as the whole quantity of limestones which I have seen brought on the 
lands from a quarry not four miles distant, as the joint burthen of a horse, man 
and hoy, and as the product of their day’s labour, could not have exceeded 

200 weight. , , . . „ , . 

The Board will therefore perceive that the local situation ot this estate precludes 
all hope of effecting any permanent or profitable improvement of it, as long as the 
extensive district, of wliich it forms the nucleus, is closed against an easy com- 
munication with the roads intersecting the surrounding country ; and that any 
expenditure of public money on it would afford but tran.sitory relief to the wretched 

population inhabiting it. _ _ , 

Under these circumstances, the preliminary question to be decided is, Whether 
Government shall undertake the formation of the roads required to open up the 
country, since there is reason to believe that the local authorities will not exercise 
their powers for that purpose? 

Of the expediency of the measure in all its bearings, I entertain no doubt. All 
the engineers and practical agriculturists who have viewed the country, generally 
concur in the representation of its probable results which I have quoted from the 
lleport of Mr. Griffith. But besides those expected advantages, on consideration 
of the political state of the country, and of the changes which have been produced 
in all its relations to the empire by recent legislative Acts, and by steam navigation, 
I would humbly submit that it is of national importance that an extensive tract of 
territory, in itself a natural fortress, of which it may be said that the Government 
now possess hardly a military possession, should not remain cut off from all par- 
ticipation in the growing prosperity of the surrounding country. It is not J o years 
since this very estate of the Crown was the appointed rendezvous of an insurgent 
force of 6,000 or 7,000 men, which afterwards crossed the Blackwater, and was 
encamped for several days in the vicinity of that river, committing great destiniction 
of lives and property, and thi'eatening the entire demolition of Millstrect, 
Killarney and other towns; and which ultimately was enabled to retire, and 
disperse itself through this district, with impunity to almost all who were engaged 
in it. Independently, therefore, of all considerations merely economical or fiscal, 
I conceive it to be essential to the security and tranquillity of the kingdom, that 
this district, which presents an impregnable military position commanding all the 
great roads communicating with the south-western section of Ireland, from 
Limerick, Waterford and Cork, and in the heart of a populous and rapidly im- 
proving country, should be speedily rendered accessible, and the cultivation of its 
natural resources, for the amelioration of tlie condition of its inhabitants, promoted 
as nmch as possible. It was in this view of the subject that I have recommended 
that the Board should not, by grant of a new lease or by a sale, place the future 
management of the extensive tract of land belonging to the Crown in the hands of 
a speculating middleman or purchaser ; founded on an opinion that it would be in 
the power of tlic Board, without any eventual loss to the revenue placed under 
their ciiargc, at oiicc to set an useful example of skilful and beneficial improvements 
before the proprietors of adjacent estates, and to raise up in this long-neglected 
district a numerous body of loyal, contented and prosperous tenantry. 

I learn from Mr. Griflith, with whom I have lately communicated on this sub- 
ject, that the length of the road proposed by him from Castle Island to Clonmeen 
bridge over the River Blackwater, being a direct route to Cork, would be about 26 
miles ; that a coti.sidcrable portion of that road in its passage along the valley of the 
J 31 ackvvater would constitute part of the proposed Hue of communication between 
Killarney and Waterford, so that only 13 miles of new road would be required to 
complete it ; making together a total length of 39 miles of new road. No detailed 
survey of either of these lines of road has yet been made, but from his knowledge 
of the country, Mr. Griffith is of opinion that the extent of new roads required 
would not exceed the above-mentioned number of miles ; and that the expense of 
completing them would be about 20,000/.: one moiety of which sum, he suggests, 
should be granted out of the consolidated fund, under the authority of the 
Act 4 Geo. 4,^ c. 42, and the other moiety to be provided for by the grand juries 
of Cork iuul Kerry. 1 am, liowevcr, doubtful whether either of those bodies can be 
prevailed upon at an early period, to grant a presentment for any portion of the 
funds required. 

from 
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From the local position of the Crown estate, the proposed road from Castle Island 
to Cork must necessarily intersect the northern moiety of it, and the other new line 
from Killarney to Waterford, must run within a moderate distance froth the sorithern 
end of it ; so that peculiar advantages will result to the Crown from the opportunity 
afforded of constructing occupation roads along the whole extent of its estate, in 
direct communication with both of the principal lines of new roads, as well as with 
the existing lateral roads proceeding into the limestone and slate districts south- 
ward of the Blackwater. But it may be useful to observe, that in setting out the pro- 
posed new roads, no deviations from a direct line between their two extremities, 
other than such as the nature of the ground and a due regard to judicious economy 
may waiTant, should be pennitted either for the purpose of facilitating the improve- 
ment of the Crown’s estate or under any other pretext whatever ; the provision of 
the means of most direct communication fi-om Tralee to Cork, and from Kenmare 
and Killarney to Waterford, and between any intermediate points on tliose lines, 
being of more importance to the general interests of the country, than any advantages 
to be derived from consulting the partial interests of individuals engaged in local 
improvements, however deserving of encouragement. If that object be attained, it 
is very probable that a carrying-trade will be established along the new road, which 
may be regarded as injurious to the trade of the port of Tralee. On the other hand, 
the proprietors of villages, quarries, collieries and other estates, in the improvement 
of which large capitals are already, or about to be employed, situated at short dis- 
tances from either side of a direct line, may plead such investments as plausible 
reasons for a divergence through their respective properties. These circumstances 
may lead to a combination of private influence which might defeat the object in view, 
of connecting by the shortest practicable routes the southern and western ports, if 
the plan to be adopted be left to the decision of the local authorities, 1 would 
therefore suggest the expediency of submitting the plans which may be prepared by 
the district otlicer employed to lay out the roads, to the revision of an experienced 
engineer unconnected with the country, before any part of the works be 
commenced. , . r i 

For the further information of the Board on this brunch of the subject,^ 1 have pro- 
cured the accompanying Map of the District, showing the relative positions of the 
Crown estate and of the neighbouring towns; and also the lines of the new roads 
which were proposed by Mr. Griffith in 1823, to be carried thi'ougliit.* 

Assuming that Government will provide for an early execution of the proposed 
new public roads, on which alone the practicability of effecting a profitable improve- 
ment of the Crown estate depends, I shall now state the course of proceeding towards 
the attainment of that object which appears to me most eligible, and the opinions I 
have formed as to the probable results, in an economical point ot view, if the sug- 
gested improvements be undertaken by the Board. ^ It is nccessai’y, however, to 
observe that these suggestions and opinions are principally of first impression, on a 
very cursory inspection of the Crown property and surrounding country ; the cir- 
cumstances under which I made that inspection not affording me either time or 
means of acquainting myself with all the details which are required for a mature 
consideration of any extensive plan of territorial improvenient. and consequently, 
that they are submitted, rather as points for future inquiry and deliberation, than 
as fit to be adopted without further investigation by competent professional persons. 

In the first instance, accurate levels of the lands should be taken, and a regular 
system of open main drains and occupation roads, extending over the whole estate, 
should thereupon be designed and marked out ; and having regard to such roads, 

the lands shouldthen bo divided intopnncipalallotmentsoiTarras, respectively contain- 
ing from 40 to 60 acres, according to their quality and situation. When these plans are 
settled, the tenantry should he forthwith employed in sinking the drams and foim- 
ing the roads and the external fences of the allotments, which should be planted 

It has^already been observed that the proposed new publm road 
Island to Cork, must intersect the Crown estate and the river Blackwater, at about 
io miles distance from the towns of Castle Island, Newmarket, Kanturk " 

street ; and there being no intermediate town or hamlet, the line of , 



* Tliose lines are shown on llie Map of Ihe proposed Roads. 
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obviously afTord an olin;iblc site for the establisliment of a village, whicli carriers and 
liirniers passing to and from Dingle, Tralee, Mallow, Maci’oom and Cork, aloni>- the 
new road, may make their resting-place, and which may gradually become the 
depot for a variety of merchandize required for the supply of the circumjacent 
countiy, as the district shall improve in its condition. The influence which a pros- 
perous village has in augmenting the value of the estate on which it stands, suiro-ests 
therefore the expediency of an endeavour to secure this latent advantage by the 
erection of a few dwelling-liouses and cottages ; and which, if forthwith erected, will 
))robably induce a settlement on the estate of a number of artificers and skilful 
labourers from among those who will be brought into the country by the contractors 
for the new road, bridges and other incidental works. Such settlement may be fur- 
ther encouraged by the annexation to each tenement of a small parcel of land. 

Under tlie same impression of the peculiar advantages afforded by tl\e locality of 
the Crown estate, and to be derived from tlic establishment of a village on it, I think 
that the interests of the puldic will be well consulted if the Roaj'd sliall be pleased 
to recommend an exercise of the bounty of the Crown in favour of the erection of a 
chapel and school, with dwellings for the priest, anclsclioolmastcr and scliooi mis- 
tress. Very few of the native population at present speak English. 'i'heyareuU 
Roman Catiiolics, and there is neither a school nor chapel situated within many 
miles ofthe )flace. Looking at the important objects which the Government have 
in view in proposing to undertake the improvement of this estate, I incline to think 
that an early adoption of the suggestion would assure the permanent tranquillity of 
the district, and prove to be one of the most efficient measures towards the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the people. The costs of the buildings need not exceed 
700 /.; but it might be necessary for a few years to contribute some small sums, 
towards the school and chapel funds. 

With a view to the establishment of a village, therefore, and as soon as the lino 
of direction by which the road from Castle Island to Cork will intersect the estate 
shall be precisely ascertained, I would recommend that a quarry ofthe best building 
stone in its vicinity should be opened, and a competent number of labourers set to 
work at it ; and that proper sites for the erection of the following buildings at con- 
venient intei'valson the sides of tlic high road siiould be selected ; viz. 

One dwelling-house, to be occupied as an inn or carrier’s v\:ay-house, with 
suitable offices. 



Three other clwelling-houscs two stories in height, with office hiiildings suited for 
the occupation of store-shopkeepers and other new settlers. 

Pour cottages, with lateral workshops and yards, for occupation by carpenters, 

smiths, masons and other artificers who may settle on the estate. 

Four other cottages, for workmen. 

A chapel, and dwelling-house for the priest; with a detached school, and apart- 
ments for the master and mistress. 

One good model farm-house and officc-buildino's. 

All these buildings should be constructed on “the most simple plans, with stone 
wal s and s ated roofs ; and the, should be erected by contract with a responsible 
builder, under the direction of the civil engineer employed in the construction of the 
public roads, by whom the drainage, mclosuros and occupation roads to ho c.xccuted 
on the estate may likewise be most economically superintended, with the assistance 
of .a resident foreman or clerk ofthe works to be provided by the Board 

sholhl -IL hfoni‘ 1 P^ix^rty, I ivonld advise that there 

fZso t ! I ^ farming bailiff, iiiialified to instruct the tenantry in the 

course to be pursued in reclaiming the lands, and in the best modes of husbamlry for 
wliicli they arc adapted. This instruction may be best promoted by example /and 
as It will be necessary to keep a number of draught horses and oxenfor vaiioiis pur- 
poses connected with the works, I would recommend that, as sora/ rmod 1 
larm-house shall be built, the bailiff and his family should be placed m 

and farming such allotilients as fe ruTont:!::: Ij? t 

I am,7l7ll“7 It"a In7'°" “7 “P™®" ‘‘■“I Crown, 

L eff/cted n h 7 no^^^^^^^ i'"Fovement will 

<-ii!hir'ff Ti.ic • aiul ot tlio most common agn- 

le u^7e B tdEr: 

uuaui ucyona tlic pcuocl at which some two or three of the 



allotments 
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allotments shall have been brnuglit into gooil condition ; and it may be suspended at 
any time without considerable loss, if it be found attended with a dispronortion.ite 
expense. But at all events I would earnestly recommend that the experiment shoidd 
be tried ; because, notwithstanding all the disadvantages under which the Board will 
lahour in carrying it on, and the expense which It may produce, 1 still think that 
with an ordinary exertion of the controlling powers of the Board, it will nltimatcly 
bo found to conduce most csentially to the main objects of the undertaking If the 
natives he generally left to pursue their own oour.se in reclaiming the hiiuls' after the 
inclosurcs and main draiiisare formed, it is most probable that little iici-manent im 
provcnient of the estate will be ellected, A few acres 011 each farm will be broken 
up and limed and tilled for potatoes and corn in perpetual succession, until the 
natural strength of the soil is completely exhausted, while the lauds left unbroken 
will be neglected and suttcred to rciuaiii in tlicir present state of insiifflcient and 
unpfolitable grazing grouiiil. 

During the progress of the proposed works in the coiistniction of drains, roads 
am! fences, I would rocoinmend that no alteration should bo iitade in tlie terms 
under which the lands are now occupied, except only us to those parcels which it 
may from time to time be necessary to take into tlie immediate occupation of the 
(a-own j for which, pi'oportional abateinciits frojii the present rents shoiild be made 
For the labourers works to be executed on the estate tlie resident population alone 
should be employed, and they siiould be paid such rates of wages in money as may 
somewhat exceed tlic ordinary rates paid around the nearest towns. Those works 
will probably afford full employment for all tiie surplus labour of the tenantry for 
the space of five or six years, during whicli period they will reap .all tlie benefit 
resulting from the drainage of the lands, and from tlie otlier improvements in 
progress, without payment of additional rent; and it may therefore bo expected that 
the several families will, with their wages for labour, gradually accumulate sufficient 
stock for a more productive occupation of the lands. An accurate census should 
be forthwith taken of all the families resident on the estate ; and by periodical 
checks of that census, and constant vigilance on the part of the bailiff, an un- 
authorized intrusion of strangers should be rigidly prevented. It should also be- 
early and distinctly explained to the tenants, that none of tlicm will be considered 
as entitled to be continued in the occupation of their present respective tenements, 
but that, as they shall recommend themselves to notice, by their industry and 
frugality, in the accumulation of sufficient means to stock a farm, and by their 
good conduct in other respects, they will be successively accepted as lessees, at 
rcasonable_ rents, for 21 years, of such of the new allotments into which the estate 
will be distributed as may be ready for granting on lease. This precaution 
IS essentially necessary to discourage a waste of their labour and money in the 
erection of worthless buildings, and in injudicious attempts to improve tlie condition 
of the lands, and to guard against inconvenient claims of preference or compensa- 
tion founded on factitious improvements. 

Until the estate shall be well sheltered by inclosiires, a few plantations, and sub- 
division fences, and the tenants become somewhat skilfid in their husbandry, the 
climate must render an extensive corn tillage very precarious. Whatever practical 
knowledge is now possessed by them consists in their miserable management of a 
few milch cows and their produce, and in the growth of roots for their own sub- 
sistence. Under these circumstances, it is obvious that the primary object, in pro- 
ceeding to reclaim the lands, should be to prepare them for dairy and feeding pur- 
poses ; to provide as much good permanent meadow and pasture as possible ; and to 
appropriate the intermediate tillag-e, almost exclusively, to the growth of potatoes, 
mangel wurzel and other roots, cabbage, rye, vetches, lucerne and similar green 
crops, for which the soil and climate are generally well adapted. As the work of 
icclamation proceeds, tliere should be successively erected on each farm, on the site 
selected for the liomestall, sufficient sheds and stables for the cattle, with walled 
yards, piggenes, and other requisite conveniences for the consumption of the produce 
on the soiling system. In like manner, suitable dwelling-houses and domestic 
offices should be erected on those sites, as the allotments or farms are brought into 
condition adapted for profitable occupation, at improved rents, by lessees lor terms, 
of_ years, and on the removal of families into them, their old cabins should be forth- 
with destroyed. It is not, however, expedient to suspend tlio new lettings until 
'•|ter the coiuplctiou of the dwelling-houses, but ratlicr that the erection of them 
•dioukl follow an importunate demand for tliem on the part of the tenants j ami in 

3 . 55 * 13 3 every 
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every case of new building, strength and durability, on the most simple plan of con- 
struction, should alone be considered. It will be in vain to attempt to infuse into 
this population, suddenly, a due regard for many of the ordinary comforts and 
conveniences of more civilized life, and therefore, any expense incurred in the 
execution of the works beyond what is essentially necessary for providing sufficient 
shelter and space for the various objects, would be entirely thrown away. 

In lettinfj- the farms, it will be advisable not to grant many leases m any one year, 
and that the term of all of them should be 21 years; so that, on their expiration, 
the very great practical inconvenience in Ireland, of having to settle terms of re- 
newal with a numerous body of tenantry at once, may be guarded against. 

For the same reason, and having regard to the great extent of the estate, it may 
be expedient to grant leases of a few of the allotments, immediately after the inclosure 
and drainage of them, to such families as may be found to be most eligible. An early 
selection of them may tend to establish a confidence in the good faith of the Crown, 
and to repress all suspicion of a preference being likely to be obtained by strangers 
when the improvements shall be completed. It will likewise afford the means of 
ascertaining how far the natives might be beneficially left to their own resources 
and exertions for an improved cultivation of their lands, under the new circum- 
stances of the property, and the influence of the examples set before them on other 
parts of the estate ; and in the course of a few years it would enable the Board to 
form a comparative estimate of the advantages of the different plans of proceeding, 
and to give a due direction to their expenditure, founded on such experience. 

If the new allotments to be held in severalty be limited to the number of acres 
T have advised, (and I think they could not be advantageously enlarged,) there 
will probably be more farms than eligible families for the occupation of them ; and, 
therefore, 1 expect that opportunities will occur for planting on the estate a few 
skilful farmers, already possessed of adequate capitals, who may be removed from 
other districts, and whose incorporation with the Crown tenantry may be produc- 
tive of advantage to all parties. But the introduction of any such strangers must 
be conducted with great caution, otherwise the measure may prove to be materially 
injurious. 1 have no doubt that, at first, it will be found sufficiently difficult to re- 
concile the tenants to the prospect of any disturbance of their present holdings ; 
but if a suspicion should arise in their minds, generally, that their permanent 
settlement on the property will be exposed to a competition with strangers, the 
future success of the undertaking will be placed in great jeopardy *. 

With 



* In almost every part of Ireland there prevails among the old native tenantry a strong feeling 
on thi§ subject, the true nature of which is not generally understood. It is usually expressed in 
their claim of a tenant right rcncvinl, when no such right exists at law ; and where the claim is 
disregarded by a proprietor, and the tenant ejected, the country invariably combine to resent the 
infraction of their presumed common right, by the commission of outrages on the persons and pro- 
perty of the new occupants. Another, and totally different state of society must arise before this 
erroneous feeling will bo eradicated ; but, in the meantime, its inconvenience may be in great part 
obviated by prudent management. Its origin may be traced back to that period in the history of 
the nation, when the common people of each sept or tribe still held a tract of country in common, 
and distinctly from the mcnsal lands retained by the chieftain and the members of his fsimily. 
When the ancient modes of tenure, under the Brehon law of the Irish, were abolished by the 
supremacy of the English Government, and the English laws of property were enforced by partial 
confiscation and by grants from the Crown, the new proprietors were still compelled to yield to the 
force of the ancient customs, although they succeeded in establishing a colourable adoption of English 
tenures by contract with niitive individuals, respectively representing several families of the old 
betaghs or vassals, and other classes of tiie common people, to whom one or more townlunds were 
demised, sometimes as estates of inheritance, but more generally for terms of lives certain. 

If the general conliscation ot the estates of Irish proprietors, which occurred in the seventeenth 
century, had not intervened, I have no doubt that there would have arisen, on the extinction of tlie 
old _ Irish sysleni of tanistry and gavelling, new tenures corresponding with those derived from 
ancient manors in England, and that the tenants would, in like manner, have acquired customary or 
qualified estates of inheritance in the parcels held by them. Even down to the present (lay, a 
traditional claim of common-law right of succession, which the landlord is not entitled to defeat by 
ejectment, has been preserved among the occupying tenantry of the less improved districts in many of 
tlic. counties of Ireland, in a degree which excites surprise after the lapse of so many ages, during 
which the adverse rule of law has been asserted throughout the kingdom. Yet it may, perhaps, 
be explained by the circumstances that those wild and uncultivated districts became the final refuge 
of the descendants of the ruined chieftains and tiieir principal adherents, and that, although the 
legal proprietary has undergone various revolutions, the actual occupation of the territory has con- 
timied in the same families. ^ 

instance ot this Crown estate, which formed part of the extensive territory of the 

0 Keefes, a powerful sept in the north-western division of the county of Cork, it is yet generally 
described by the natives us Pobble O’Keefe, that is, the Lands of O’Keefe’s People. It is also worthy 

01 icmark, that die last solemn decision that the King’s Judges were called upon to pronounce (m 
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With respect to “ the amount of money that may he required” for the proposed 
works, and to “ the probability of the results of the experiment affording a profit- 
able return for the capital invested,” it should be observed, that the property is 
literally in a state of nature, that everything necessary to adapt it for the purposes 
of husbandry, and for its cultivation, remains to be created or supplied; but, 
nevertheless, that it is, in its present condition, productive of a yearly revenue ; 
and if the inheritance were put up to public sale, it would probably produce 
about 8,000 /. 

According to the survey and valuation made in 1821, and revised in 1828, the 
lands in possession may be thus classed : 



Under partial cultivation, consisting of dis- 
persed parcels of coarse heathy meadows, 
rushy bottom meadows, and coarse pasture 
lands, with some arable - - - _ 

Mountain-pasture, entirely unreclaimed 

Heathy bog and turbary - - _ - 



Contents in 
Statute Messuic. 


Estimated 
1 Yearly Rents. 


A. 


n. p. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


1.125 


2 16 • 


393 


■17 


2 


3.748 


- 37 


175 


1 1 


1 1 


103 


1 30 


6 


5 


3 



From which it appears that not one-fourth part of the estate is at present capable 
of yielding a greater gross yearly rent than -js. per acre ; and that on an average of 
the whole of it, it is estimated to be worth only 2 s. ^d. per acre ; although it is not 
charged with tithes, nor with any public assessments, having hitherto been treated 
as a common waste. Even this rental was returned by the surveyor as conditional 
on tenants being found with suflicient capital to stock the lands, which would be 
impracticable while they remain closed against the surrounding country. 

I conceive that the immediate effect of forming the proposed new public roads 
through the district, on the market value of this particular property, would be to 
increase the rate of purchase from 16 or 17, to 20 years amount of the net inedme 
now derivable from it ; in other words, that it might then produce on a sale 
10,000^. or 11,000/. but not more ; and if the proposed works on the estate be 
executed, that a rental exceeding 1,500/. may be reserved on the new lettings, 
which would readily find a buyer at the price of 20 years purchase, or 30,000/. 
That increased income would be tlie amount of an average rent of 6 j. per acre ; 
and looking at the quality of the soil, and the extent and nature of the improve- 
ments proposed to be effected before that rent is to be charged on the occupation, 
I see no reason to doubt that, concurrently with the punctual payment of such 
a rental, the condition of the tenantry will immediately and progressively be 
improved during the term of their leases, and that on the expiration of them, they 
will be well able to afford additional rents. 

If these data be well founded, it follows that a sum equal to the amount of the 
increase of value to be produced by the improvement, or about 18,000 /. might be 
beneficially expended upon them. However, I should not think it prudent on the 
part of a private individual to invest any capital in speculative improvements, for 
which a return of 10 per cent, per anmmi might not be expected on equally pro- 
bable grounds ; and therefore, if I were to become the purchaser of this property, 
at the price of 10,000/. or 1 1,000 /. with the intention of carrying into effect the 
suggested plan of improvement, I should not carry my entire investment beyond the 
sum of 20,000 /. ; of which about one-fourth or one-fifth part might be supplied out 
of the growing rents ; thus reducing to about 5 or 6,000 /. the sum to be forthwith 
provided (in addition to the purchase-money in the supposed case) for defraying the 

charges 



the reign of James I.) in abolition of the Irish tenures of tanistry and gavelling, arose out of a 
disputed succession to the adjacent country, and which was finally decided by an amicable division 
of it between the litigants, the O’Keefe and the O'Callaghan (the chiefs of their respective smits.) 
both of whom afterwards forfeited their estates to the Crovvn, in ib‘41. Nevertheless, the O’Keefe 
and his people successfully retained an adverse possession of these mountain-lands until the reign 
of King William, when the chieftain was again attainted; but many years eiapsetl before the actual 
proprietorship of the Crown was even acknowIe.dgetl by the inhabitants, and then only by payment 
of nominal rents through a native, who indirectly obtained the Privy Council lease, which expired 
in 1820. 

B4 
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chai'syes to be inrurrcd vvitliin the first tlirec or four years, in the execution of tlie 
])voposc(l huiklings, drainage, fencing, roads, &c. Accordingly, to that amount 
(which may he most conveniently sujjplied from the Irish Land Revenue, as wanted) 
I would submit that the Board should limit its expenditure in advance ; and after- 
wards, hut only as circumstances shall appear to justify the prosecution of the 
%vorks, the accruing rents may be appropriated to their progressive execution. 

I should consider this to be the only safe course to be pursued by a resident 
private proprietor, jiej'sonally exercising all the vigilanco which such an undertaking 
requires ; and under the actual circumstances of tlie case, it is yet more expedient 
that no very considerable extent of works, requiring a comparatively costly esta- 
blishment of officers to siipcvintend them, should be undertaken to be completed 
within three or four years, merely because there are funds available forthat purpose. 
Nor, indeed, however economically and judiciously such improvements might be 
effected within a short limited period, would any advantages result from the rapid 
completion of them. 

In digesting this scheme of proceeding, I have endeavoured to provide remune- 
rative employment for the people inhabiting the property, on such works as may per- 
manently yield an adequate i-eturn to the Crown, and afford to the labourers useful 
instruction in the ordinary business of their vocations ; and as their abilities and con- 
dition shall thereby be gradually improved, to enable the Board ultimately, and at no 
distant period, to place within their power ample means of securing and advancing 
the amelioration. Looking at the present condition and past habits of the people, 
it would he vain to expect that they could he quickly converted into a skilful 
tenantry, or that they could duly appreciate the comforts and conveniences which 
it is desired they should eujoy, if those advantages be prematurely conferred on 
them. Time must be allowed for the growth of improved habits j and these will 
be most effectually excited by the steady encouragement which constant and pro- 
ductive employment affords, and will be best pi-eserved by assuring to them 
a certain, but limited tenure of their farms, at such reasonable rents as will admit of 
a gradual accumulation of capital in their hands, if their means be duly husbanded. 

From the description of the property, it will be seen that it docs not afford an 
opportunity of siihinitting to the test of experiment (as desired by the Lords of tlie 
Treasury) any of the various schemes which have of late years been propounded, for 
reclaiming extensive tracts of bog ; nor, however successful the improvements proposed 
to be undertaken in the present instance may prove to be, can I perceive that joint 
stock companies will be able to derive any practical advantage from the undertaking. 
The truth is, that speculatorson the practicability of bringing into profitablccultivatiou 
some of those extensive tracts of bog and uninclosed lands which are found throiigli- 
oiit Ireland, aro ignorant of the facts that those tracts are generally composed of 
numerous individual properties, held in severalty, and respectively subject to fiimily 
settlements, special incumbrances, and outstanding leasehold interests, which wouhl 
absolutely preclude the present proprietors from conveying the immediate possession 
or any certain interest in them to a public body of adventurers. And even if these 
impediments did not exist, or if they could be obviated by any legislative measure 
(which I think they cannot,) I am under a strong impression that speculative 
pi ejects of the description alluded to will never prove beneficial to the parties con- 
cerned in them, nor contribute in any respect whatever to the national prosperity, 
liut I tun of opinion that if the objects I contemplate in the present case 
be uttamed by the measures suggested, and if an ordinary return for the money 
expended on the improvements be obtained in a well secured and regularly paid 
leiital, the experiment cannot fail to stimulate other proprietors to undertake 
siiuilai nnprovcineuts at their own charges. New motives for occasional, if not 
constant, residence^ on tlieir estates may be tlius produced ; and eventually, pro- 
piictois must feel it to be much more their interest to provide, from their own 
resources, the means of executing such works as are essential to a profitable occupa- 
tion of their hmcls, and to lease them only for short and certain terras, rather than 
to divest themselves of all control over the management of their property, as has 
Juriiorto been tlie general practice, by grants of leases for lives and long terms of 
years, to persons wlio undertake to execute such improvements, but who liave 
rarely, it ever, been found to perform their engagements in a manner to yield 
equivalent advantages to the reversioners. Indeed, of all the landed estates in 
" 'to I uivc reverted to the Crown, after the same had been enjoyed by the 
lessees a century and upwards, at merely nominal rents, I do not recollect one 

instance 
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instance in which the Crown has succeeded to the possession of a substantial farm 
building, or where the lands have been well and permanently drained, fenced 
or planted. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient Servant, 

(signed) James JVeale, 

Office of Woods, &c. 

Alex. Milne, Esq. 

Secy Comm'* of Woods, &c. 



N» 5. 

LETTER from the Right honourable E. G. S. Stanley, to the Right 
honourable Thomas Spring Rice ; with Inclosures. 

Sir, Irish Office, London, 24 August 1831. 

WITH reference to your Letter of the 5th of May last, inclosing a copy of 
a Minute of the Lords Commissioner’s of His Majesty’s Treasury, dated the 
21st January last, I have the honour to forward, for their Lordships’ informa- 
tion, Mr. Griffith’s Report and Estimate for the proposed Roads through the 
M‘AuHfFe mountains in the counties of Kerry and Cork, together with a general 
Map of the country, on a scale of one inch to a statute mile, on which the lines 
of proposed roads are laid down, and also the present communications through the 
country. 

I beg to return the several Papers which accompanied your Letter. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

(signed) E. G. S. Stanley. 



N* 0. 

REPORT of Mr. Griffith, with Plan and Estimates for completing the new 
Lines of Communication between Tralee and Cork, and between Kenmare 
and Waterford, by the formation of new Roads through the M‘Aulifib Moun- 
tain District in the Counties of Cork and Kerry. 



Sir, Dublin, 16 August 1831. 

IN reply to the reference from His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, of the 
19th May last, I have now the honour to inform you, that 1 have made detailed 
Surveys and Estimates of the proposed lines of road from Castle Island in the 
county of Kerry, to Roskeen bridge over the river Blackwater in the county ot 
Cork ; and also, from Shanough Cross, on the road from Cork to Killarney, 
to its junction with the first mentioned road at Clonbanin Colliery, in the county 
of Cork. 

The public importance of opening these two lines of communication has already 
been laid before both Houses of Parliament, in my Report on the Roads of tlie 
Southern District for the pi’esent year ; but, to avoid the trouble of reference, 
I shall here transcribe that part of it which relates to them. 

“ I have already described, in the commencement of this Report, the mountain 
district situated between the. river Shannon and the river Blackwater, through 
a portion of which three new lines of road have already been made, and which have 
produced a very considerable effect in the improvement of the country throug’li 
which they pass ; but these improvements do not extend to the whole of the moun- 
tain district included within the boundai’ies desci’ibed, as there still remains a very 
considerable portion of country, extending northward from the river Blackwater, 
to a line drawn between the towns of Castle Island and Newmarket, comprehending 
an area of about 200 square miles, or 128,000 acres, in wliich there is no road 
passable for horsemen during the winter months. 1 i i ■ 

“ 1 have long contemplated the propriety of making a road through this 
neglected district, and of opening it to the markets of Cork and Mallow. Jnc 

355. C 
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new road should commence at the town of Castle Island, and proceed eastward 
through the mountains, and passing the collieries of Clonbanin, Drominagh 
Dromagh and Coolclough, join the new line of road to Cork through the Bonra 
mountains, at Clonraeen bridge, over the river Blackwater. 

“ This road, if completed, would open a direct communication from Tralee and 
Castle Island to the city of Cork, which is its best market, and would shorten the 
road between Tralee and Cork 7 m. J2f. 8p., and between Castle Island and Cork 
10 m. 6 f. 8 p. 

“ This road is of the utmost importance to the future improvement of the 
country. It would pass through or very close to the whole of the valuable Coal 
and Culm collieries of the Southern District ; and afford an easy communication with 
the surrounding country, many parts of which are in the greatest want of fuel for 
domestic purposes, and for burning lime for manure. 

“ It would also produce a most beneficial effect on the agriculture of the country 
through which it would pass. There are limestone quarries at both extremities^ 
and the whole of the intervening country is covered by a stiff clay soil, which when 
manured by lime, is susceptible of great improvement, and capable of producing 
excellent crops of oats and potatoes. At present, from want of roads, no limestone 
can be drawn into the mountain country, and consequently the land remains un- 
tilled, and the inhabitants are wretched, slothful and discontented.” 



over t 

the i 

inaccessible. 

^ I have read Mr. Weale s Report on this property j bis observations on its 
situation, and his suggestions for its improvement, appear to me to be well founded 
and judicious ,• and I have no doubt, if carried into effect in the cautious manner 
recommended by him, that the expenditure would be repaid by an increased 
rental ; and that the condition and habits of the people would be materiallv 
improved. 

Observations similar to the foregoing are applicable to the opening of a pro- 
posed line of road from Killarney to Mallow and Waterford, along the north bank 

ofthe river Blackwater, and a considerable portion of the road from Castle Island 

to Cork, wheie it passes along the valley of that river, would be common to both 
roads ; in fact to complete tins second line of communication would only renuire 
pm. 3f 2 p. of new road, wl.ieh, added to 33 m. 1 f. 28 p. required for the com- 
of ne°w ro'id''^ length of 42 m. 4 f. 30 p. 

file sonthern road, though it does hot pass through the property of the Crown 
might be easily connected with it by a short branch road, comraeMinB at the site 
of the proposed village, m the Crown lands, on the Castle Island road, and ex- 

‘he valley 

of the Blackwater beyond the boundary of the Crown lands, and which road con- 
tinues in a southern direction to Shanouo-h Cross 

Tluis by making two miles of new road, the main northern and southern pro- 
posed loads would be connected with each other and n mnef r ^ r 

communication would be opened tllrougli the country!^ ^ 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 



i he Right lion. E. Gr. S. Stanley, 
&c. See. &c. 



Richard Griffith. 
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ESTIMATE of the Expense of making a New Road through the Mountains between the 
Town of Castle Island in the County of Kerry, and Roskecn Bridge over the River 
Blackvvater in the County of Cork. 

Length of New Road 33 m. 1 f. 28 p. 



To be 32 feet wide in clear of Fences, from Roakeen Bridge to Clonbanin, with 18 feet 
Metalling ; and 28 feet wide, with 16 feet Metalling the remainder. 



DESCRIPTION. 




Forming &c Draining. 


Metalling. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT, 




m. 


/■ 




£. s. d. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. s. 


d. 


From Mang Bridge at Castlel 
















Island, to tlie second cross - 1 
ine of the old road at Gurt- 1 

giL . - - -J 

From thence to the OuntaraO 
glin river 


3 


5 


33 


341 JG s 


670 13 


9 






12 


2 


18 


1,476 19 - 


2.543 J 3 








From the Ountaraglin to CIon-\ 
banin . . - -j 


8 


2 


22 


758 13 9i 


1,663 19 


- 






From Clonbanin to the river "I 
Alla . . - 


5 


2 


39 


521 7 6 


1,148 13 


- 






From the river Alla to Ros-'l 
keen bridge - ~ ‘j 


3 


3 


36 


241 6 8| 


470 14 


Gh 






Total Length of lload - 


33 


1 


28 


3.340 3 0 


6,497 13 


6 






Amount, Forming and Draining 




. 


. 




- 


3.340 3 


2 


Amount of Metalling 


- 






- 


- 


- 


0,497 13 


6 


Fences for both sides 


- 




33 m. 


if. ,28 p., at 2s. per lineal perch 


1,062 16 


- 


Water Tables and Outlets 


. 




33 ni. 


1 f. 28 p., at Qd. per lineal perch 


265 14 


- 


Gullets - - - - 


- 




- 


. - 79 large, at 75 s. 


per 


296 5 


- 


Ditto - - - - 


- 






165 small, at 52 s. per 


429 - 


“ 














£. 


11,891 n 


8 


Contingencies, 10 per cent 




• 


■ 


■ 




1,189 3 


2 


Amount of Road 




. . 


. 


- 




13,080 14 


10 


Amount of Bridges {see following page, for detail) 






3.575 11 


" 














£. 


1 6,656 5 


to 
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STATEMENTS of the Amounts of the Estimates for the several Bridges. 





No. of 


j Spai 




1 RUe. 










Arches. 
















1 . Double gullets at Gurteenbaha, east ofl 




Ft. . 


lit. 


Ft. 


Jn. 


£. 


s. 


(/. 


Alla river, length ^5ft. ; (road. 32ft. |> 
in clear) ----- -J 












14 


~ 


- 


2. Alla bridge, with 21 gullets and filling - 


3 


30 


0 


6 


0 


1,124 


2 


- 


3. Coolclough ----- 


1 


18 


0 


3 


0 


94 


- 


- 


4. Dromagh stream long gullet, (aboufl 
52 ft.) filling over included - -J 


- 


- 








35 


- 


- 


5. Gullet at west bounds of Dromskeha,! 


















45 ft. long, 3 ft. opening, and 3 ft. highj; 












25 


■* 




6. Colliery level, 2 ft. opening and 3 ft.) 












30 






high, length 100 ft. - - - -J 














- 


7. Clonbanin bridge - - - - 


2 


18 


0 


3 


0 


205 


10 


- 


8. Coolclough bridge - - - . 


1 


12 


0 


3 


0 


60 




_ 


9. IslandafFbeg double gullet, 2 ft. 6 in. - 


- 


1 








25 






10. Knocknamucklagh - - - . 


1 


8 


0 


2 


8 


35 


_ 


_ 


11. Knockyrourk, includiiiK high abutments) 




12 








176 






and heavy filling - - - .j 










6 


- 


12. Ountaraglin river (and 11 gullets) 


3 


18 


0 


3 


0 


324 


10 




13. An 8 ft. arch at Glaunreagh 


1 


8 


0 


2 


8 : 


40 






14. Large gullet, Glauntane Collins - 


- 


- 








25 






15. Bridge over the Blackwater 


3 i 


18 


0 


3 


0 


398 


_ 


- 


16. Ditto over the source of the Flesk) 


















Knocknabowl - - - - ._f 


1 


8 


0 


2 


8 


45 




- 


17. Glounawadra river - _ . 


1 


12 


0 


6 


0 


110 




_ 


18, Lyre gullet, 3 ft. opening - - - 


- 


- 






_ 


20 






19. Deireen, 3 gullets 3 ft. by 4 ft. high 


~ 


- 






_ 


60 






20. Bateman’s bridge, including heavy fill-'l 


















/ 






0 


3 


0 


256 


2 


- 


21. Adderville ----- 


1 


8 


0 


3 


8 


50 






22. Scartaglin valley - - - _ 


1 


8 


0 


2 


8 


60 






23. Gurtaglass, 3 fc. opening, 5 ft. hi"-h 






























25 


“ 


— 


24. Aughawnbroee, 1 large gullet 


- 


- 






- 


15 


- 


- 














3.250 


10 


_ 


Contingencies, 10 per cent 


- 


- 


- 


325 


1 


- 


Amount of Bridges 


- 


- 


£. 


3.575 


11 


- 
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ESTIMATE of the Expense of making the proposed Line of New Road from Shanough 
Cross, on the Road from Killarney to Cork, to Clonbanin Colliery, on the Road from 
Castle Island to Roskeen Bridge. 

Length of New Road, 9m. 3 f. 2 p. 

To be 32 feet wide, and 18 feet metalling. 



DESCRIPTION. 



Amount of forming and draining between Shanouglil 
Cross and Clonbanin • - - - - - 

m. /. > 1 . 

Amount of metalling - 9 3 2 at 14s. per perch 
Fences for both sides - 9 3 2 at 2 s. per lineal perch 
Water tables and outlets 9 3 2 at Qd. per lineal perch 
Giillcts 20 of 2ft. by 2ft. 4m. at 75s. per — 

— 36 of 1 ft. 6 in. by 2 ft. at 52 s. per — 

— 1 at Carrigoline 3ft. by 4ft. 6in. by 46 ft., half^ 

mortar work, 51 ^ cubic yards at 4s. 6 ’ 
Clearing foundations 

— 1 at east bounds of Lyre, 63 cubic yards, af\ 

4s. 6ti. - - - - 

Extra for mortar work in pier and 



Covered drains, 90 chains at 6 cube yards in each chain, 
at 8s. each chain ------ 



Contingencies, 1 0 per cent. - - - 

Amount of Road - - - 

Bridges : 

Bridge over theBlackwater, near Shanough Cross, three' 
30 ft. arches, and seven flood gullets - ~ 

Bridge over the Ountaraglin river, of two 30 ft. arches,' 
and two flood gullets 

A small bridge over Mountain Stream - . _ 

Contingencies, 10 per cent. 



AMOUNT. 


£. 


s. 


a . 


823 


8 


5 


2,101 


8 


_ 


300 


4 


- 


75 


1 


- 


75 


- 


- 


93 


12 


- 


11 


12 


loj 


H 


3 


6 


3 


17 


6 


36 


- 


- 


3.535 


7 


3 i 


363 


10 




j 3,888 17 11 


980 


_ 


_ 


676 


- 


- 


35 


- 


- 


1.691 


_ 


_ 


169 


2 


- 



TOTAL AMOUNT. 



Amount of Bridges - _ . 

Total Amount of the above Line of Road 
Amount of proposed Road from Castle Island to Roskeen, bro' forw"* 
Total Amount of both Roads - £. 



3,888 17 11 



i , 8()0 2 - 

5.748 19 n 
16,656 5 10 



22,405 5 9 



Richard Griffith. 
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No 7. 

REPORT of the Commissioners of Woods, &c. on the Means of providing the 
Funds required for forming the proposed new Roads in the Counties of Cork 
and Kerry. 

My Lords, Office of Woods, &c. g Februai-y 1832. 

IN the Report wc made to Your Lordships under date 31st March 1831, in pur- 
suance of Instructions contained in Your Minute of the 21st of January preceding, 
on the subject of the proposed Improvements on the mountain-lands called Pobble 
O’Keefe, in the county of Cork, belonging to His Majesty, and now in our 
possession, We submitted our opinion that it might be expedient to undertake the 
execution of those improvements at the expense of this Department, if the estate 
were rendered accessible from the surrounding country ; it being situated in the 
heart of a district comprising an area of about 200 square miles, through which 
there are no practicable carriage roads : and we therefore recommended that inquiry 
should be made into the practicability of forming public roads through the entire 
district, so as to open direct communications with it from the neighbouring towns, 
and what measures it might be advisable to take towards providing the necessary 
funds for the execution of such roads. 

Since the date of that Report, the tract of country in question has, by direction 
of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, been again carefully surveyed by Mr. 
Richard Griffith, the engineer who superintended the construction of all the 
new roads which have been formed since the year 1821, in the south-we.stern coun- 
ties ; and whose Report thereon to Ilis Excellency, together with Plans and 
Estimates for two main lines of Road through the district, which are stated to be 
indispensably neces.sary to the successful prosecution of any improvements on the 
Crown and other estates situated within it, have been transmitted to us in pursuance 
of an Order of Your Lordships. 

Tlie first of these lines of road, commencing at Castle Island in the county of 
Kerry, and ending at Roskeen bridge over the river Blackwater in the county 
of Cork, measures 33 m. 1 f. 28 p. j and passing nearly through the centre of the 
Crown estate, will open a direct communication between Tralee and the city 
of Cork. 

The second lino, commencing at Shanough Cross, and ending near Clonbanin 
Colliery, measures gm. 3f. 2 p., and passing within a short distance from the 
southern extremity of the Crown estate, will open a direct communication from 
Kenmare and Killarney, to Mallow and Waterford, and will essentially promote the 
formation of all the lateral roads which may be required to intersect the district, so 
us to render every portion of it accessible from the neighbouring towns. 

The costs of the works required for the complete construction of these two lines 
of Roads, as designed and estimated by Mr. Griffith, will amount to the sum of 
22,405/. 5 s. gd. 

Prom Mr. Griffith’s Report, it appears that he entirely concurs In the views taken 
by Mr, Weale, of the benefits to be derived by the Public from the construction 
of the new roads, and the improvement of the Crown’s property, as stated in the 
Report of that officer accompanying our former Report to Your Lordships. But 
we have not yet been informed whether the Plans for the Roads have received the 
sanction of His Majesty’s Government, or from what funds the money required to 
execute that service is to be supplied ; and as the season is rapidly approaching when 
employment on such works will afford the greatest relief to the population of the 
district, we heg leave to solicit Your Lordships’ further consideration of the 
subject. 

Upon other late occasions of a similar nature. Presentments have been obtained 

from the counties in which new road.s have been constructed, for at least one moiety 
of the costs thereof; but from inquiries we have instituted, we learn that the district 
now proposed to be opened, being composed of portions of the extreme boundaries 
or three extensive counties, every attempt hitherto made to procure a presentment 
for the present purpose has failed, and that it is not probable that the grand jury of 
either of the counties will be prevailed upon to defray at any early period that pro- 
portion of the expense of executing those roads. 

Under these circumstances, it has been suggested that the sum required might be 

raised 
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raised by sales of Crown property in Ireland, to be made during the progress of the 
works ; or by the sale of a sufficient amount of the 3 I per cent. Consolidated Bank 
Annuities, the produce of former sales of Irish quit-rents now standing invested in 
the name of the Lord High Treasurer. But although the money might certainly be 
supplied by either of those means without detriment to other Public Sei-vices already 
chargeable on the Land Revenue, it appears to us that neither the Civil List Acts nor 
the Land Revenue Acts will bear a construction which would justify such an appro- 
priation of any portion of the Land Revenues under our charge, without express 
authority from Parliament. 

We are however of opinion, that the suggestion is worthy of Your Lordships’ most 
favourable consideration j and that whether viewed as a measure of precautionary 
police, or of amelioration of the condition of the labouring poor, or of encourage- 
ment to extensive territorial improvement, by removal of the bar which now restrains 
a development of the latent resources of the inhabitants, Parliament may fitly be 
urged to authorize the opening of the large tract of country in question, and to 
sanction the appropriation of an adequate portion of the produce of forfeited estates 
in Ireland to the attainment of those important public objects. 

We are, 

My Lords, 

Your Lordships’ very liumble Servants, 
Duncan7io7i. 

IV. D. Aila77is. 
Henry DnzvJmis. 

The Right hon. the Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty's Treasury. 
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